
Texas Department of Agriculture
Laws & Regulations 

Dale R. Scott
Administrator for Regulatory Field Operations

Dale.Scott@TexasAgriculture.gov
Office 512-936-2535

Cell 512-955-9318

mailto:Dale.Scott@TexasAgriculture.gov


Licensing
Continuing 
Education 

Units

Direct 
Supervision Complaints

WPSRecordkeeping

Pesticide 
Waste 

Disposal

Today’s Topics



Licensing



Private-$100/5 years

Commercial-$200/Year

Noncommercial-$140/Year

Noncommercial Political-
$75/Year

Ag Pest License Types



Certified Private Applicator

• Private applicators who obtained a TDA issued private applicator 
certificate under a voluntary program from 1977 – 1989

• These certificates never expire but applicators must earn 15 CEUs every 
five years in order to keep the certificate current 

• Certified private applicators may not supervise an application of 
restricted-use or state-limited-use pesticides



Operates a business or is employed by a business that applies restricted-use or 
state-limited-use pesticides to the property of another person for hire or 
compensation.

Commercial Applicator



1. Submit Application for Commercial Pesticide Applicator License (PA-401)

2. Submit $200 fee

3. Take General Standards exam ($64) + at least 1 category exam ($64 each) 
and pass with grade ≥ 70%

4. Submit Pesticide Applicator Business Registration form (PAB-300)

5. Recertify every year ($200 fee + 5 CEUs)

Commercial



Non Commercial Political works for a company (school) but does not charge for 
it, part of your job.

Non Commercial-Applicator on private golf course

Non Commercial Political/Non 
Commercial Applicator



Uses or supervises the use of restricted-use or state-limited-use pesticides or 
regulated herbicides to produce an agricultural commodity on: 
 Personally owned property
 Property owned by the person`s employer 
 Property under the person`s general control
 Property of another person if applied without compensation

Private Applicator
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Commercial - 4,392

Noncommercial - 1,291

Noncommercial Political - 4,701

Certified Private - 6,291

Private - 28,531

45,206 Total Applicators

Ag Pesticide Applicators Currently Licensed:



Please submit any changes within 30 days

Pesticide Applicator Change of Information 



Pesticide Applicator Change of Classification



TexasAgriculture.gov/Forms 



Continuing 
Education Units



• CEUs must be obtained prior to the expiration 
of the license

• Commercial/Noncommercial applicators may 
take CEUs online every other year

• Private applicators may take 10 of the 15 CEUs 
online for each renewal

• ceusearch.texasagriculture.gov

CEUs



Commercial/Noncommercial
5 CEUs / 1 year

Aerial Category
5 CEUs / 1 year

Private / Certified Private
15 CEUs / 5 years

Minimum of 1 credit must be obtained 
from 2 of the following:

Integrated Pest Management
Laws and Regulations

Drift Minimization

Minimum of 1 credit must be 
obtained from each of the 

following:
Laws and Regulations

Drift Minimization
Pesticide Safety Factors

Minimum of 2 credits must be 
obtained from each of the following:

Integrated Pest Management
Laws and Regulations

CEUs



• Self-certification program: the applicator is required 
to maintain proof of CEU credits (RULE §7.24)

• Certificates must be maintained by the applicator for 
1 year after the most recent renewal of their license

• Extra CEU credits obtained during the licensing 
period will not carry over to the next renewal

• TDA may audit an applicator’s CEUs during an onsite 
inspection or by request via mail

CEUs



• Applicators with licenses expiring through 12-31-2021 may renew their 
license before CEU requirements met
 CEUs must be made up for each licensing period, not exempt

• For Licenses expiring in 2021, WE ARE EXTENDING THE EXEMPTION:
 Commercial, Noncommercial, & Noncommercial Political applicators may take 

online or correspondence courses for 2-3 years consecutively NOW DUE TO THE 
EXTENSION

 Private Applicators may take all their 15 CEUs thru online or correspondence 
courses

CEU Exemptions AND 2021 EXTENSION: COVID-19
AGRICULTURE LICENSES ONLY!! 



Record Keeping



• Commercial and noncommercial applicators must maintain records of all
pesticide applications - this includes general use products 

• Private applicators must maintain records of  all regulated herbicides, state-
limited-use pesticides, and restricted-use pesticide applications

• All records must be maintained for 2 years  

Record Keeping Requirements:



Record Keeping Form



• Date of application 

• Time application was started

• Name of person or entity for whom the application was made

• Name and license number of the applicator responsible for the application and, 
if different, the name of the person actually making the application

• Total acres or volume of area treated (e.g., acre, square feet, number of head, 
etc.)

Record Keeping



• Site treated (e.g., name of crop, kind of animal, etc.)

Record Keeping



• Location of land where application was made stated in a manner that that 
would permit inspection by an authorized party  
 FSA #1234 plus map showing farm location

 123 County Road, Anytown, TX 78123 

 At the SW corner of intersection FM 1604 and Milam Rd,Anytown, TX 78123

Record Keeping



• Application method or type of equipment used to make the application

Record Keeping



• Wind direction 

• velocity (except for those applications made indoors or otherwise within a 
structure)

• Air temperature

Record Keeping



• Product name

• Product EPA registration number

• Rate of product per unit

Record Keeping
for each pesticide applied:



• Total volume of spray mix, dust, granules, or other materials applied per unit

• The name of the pest for which the 

product was used

Record Keeping
for each pesticide applied:



• The FAA "N" number for aerial application equipment

Record Keeping



• The spray permit number for regulated herbicides applied in a regulated 
county 

• Documentation to verify training of persons working under the supervision of 
a licensed pesticide applicator

Record Keeping



Training for unlicensed pesticide applicators may be documented by one of the 
following:

1. Direct Supervision Affidavit

2. Signed and Dated label

3. Worker Protection Standard Handler Training

Maintain method of training for 2 years

Record Keeping
Direct Supervision Training



Worker Protection 
Standard



Primarily intended to reduce the risks of illness or 
injury to workers or handlers resulting from 
occupational exposures to pesticides used in the 
production of agricultural plants on agricultural 
establishments

Worker Protection Standard 



• Farms

• Forests

• Nurseries

• Greenhouses

Who has to comply with WPS?



Worker Protection Standard
(WPS)



• Ensure that before a handler uses any equipment for mixing, loading, 
transferring, or applying pesticides, the handler is instructed in the safe 
operation of each equipment

• Ensure that before a handler uses any equipment used for mixing, loading, 
transferring or applying pesticide is inspected for leaks, clogging, and worn 
or damaged parts, and any damaged equipment is repaired or replaced

• Ensure that workers do not enter any area on the agricultural 
establishment where a pesticide has been applied until the applicable 
pesticide application and hazard information for each pesticide product 
applied to that area is displayed until after the REI has expired

• Provide any records or other information required by this part for 
inspection

• Provide decontamination supplies for workers and handlers

Agricultural Employer Duties



• Training must be provided either orally from written materials or 
audio-visually

• Training must be provided in a manner the work or handler can 
understand

• Training must be conducted on a yearly basis
• Contact Region 1 TDA Office for any questions (806) 799-8555

Requirements for Administering Training 
for Workers or Handlers



Direct Supervision



• Licensed applicators may only supervise application of pesticides for categories 
in which they are certified

• A licensed applicator is not required to be physically present during 
application, unless specified by the label

• The supervising licensed applicator and the person working under their direct 
supervision must perform applications from the same local office, unless the 
supervising licensed applicator is physically present during the application

Direct Supervision 



• Documentation to verify training of persons working under the supervision of 
a licensed pesticide applicator is required

• At minimum, training must include relevant sections of the Texas Pesticide Law 
and Regulations and the pesticide label

• Certified private applicators cannot perform direct supervision

Direct Supervision 



1. Printed name and signature of licensed & unlicensed applicator

2. Product name, EPA Reg. #, Activity, and Use 

3. Licensed Applicator license number

4. Statement unlicensed applicator has been trained and is knowledgeable of 
the label requirements and the laws and regulations governing the use of the 
pesticides listed

Must be kept for 2 years

Direct Supervision Affidavit





The licensed applicator is responsible for the actions of the 
unlicensed applicators under his/her supervision.

https://www.agdaily.com/crops/farm-babe-glyphosate-on-wheat/

Is this 
proper 
PPE?

Direct Supervision Affidavit



Complaints



• TDA’s responsibility to investigate complaints of alleged pesticide 
misuse

• Enforcement actions may include:
 Warnings
 Fines
 Suspending or revoking applicator license
 Rereferral to other appropriate agency for further action

• Complainants do not receive compensation in TDA investigations 

Pesticide Complaints in Texas



• 201 Ag Complaints

• TDA has:
27 Agricultural Inspectors
15 Structural Inspectors
254 Counties in Texas

• They also conduct thousands 
of routine inspections on 
applicators, dealers, and 
businesses every year

2020 Fiscal Year



0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Complaints by Month





68% of complaints are 
vegetation related
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Aerial Complaints 2020

•24 of the 201 complaints included planes
•51 were ground rigs
•7 included Human Exposure
•2 included vineyards



WHEN THE PUBLIC SEES YOU SPRAYING !!!



VINEYARD



Overspray and drift from large farm machinery 
and planes



192 complaints were received 
in 97 out of 254 TX counties
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2021 Complaints



• 10 vineyard damage complaints

• 4 complaints of drift from right-of-way applications

• 15 complaints of herbicide drift originating from cotton 
fields

• 6 bee kill complaints 

• 4 complaints against the application of a pond dye

• 7 mothball misuse complaints 

  

2021 Complaints



• 12 received between May – August of 2021
 6 – Complainant requested to cease investigation

 4 – Vegetation samples were positive for dicamba

 2 – still pending investigation 

• Half were complaints concerning vineyard damage 



• Bee kills
• Spraying in high winds
• Applications before rainfall



MESQUITE

Precious Texas Trees-4 Complaints



ORNAMENTAL TREE-2 
• CREPE MYRTLES



WIND TURBINES-
MAKE SURE YOU ASK LANDOWNER TO NOTIFY COMPANY-
MAY BE IN CONTRACT AGREEMENT



GARDENS
• WILL ALWAYS BE PLANTED NEXT 

TO THE FENCE LINE OF THE FIELD
YOU ARE SPRAYING !! ALWAYS!!



• Neighbor disputes over spraying fence lines 
with herbicides

• Herbicide runoff from golf course into creek 
causing fish kill

• Improper use of a pesticide to kill raccoons

• Improper use of mothballs to repel snakes 
and birds

• 2,4 D and dicamba drift complaints 



https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/workers-are-climbing-wind-turbines-middle-class-n865221

• Overspray from orchard onto residence causing homeowner to get sick

• Employees working on wind turbines getting sprayed by aerial applicator 

• Overspray from right-of-way applicators 



Facebook 
purchase of 
Dicamba





THE LEAVES DON’T LIE
THEY ARE LIKE DRUNKS AND LITTLE KIDS

THEY TELL THE TRUTH !!! 







More 
lawsuits





72



Pesticide Waste 
Disposal



• TDA held first state-funded pesticide 
waste disposal event in ~ 8 years in 
November 2018

• Events have been held in: 
Wharton 
Gatesville 
Weslaco
 Lubbock

• Texas House Bill 191: Pesticide Disposal 
Fund passed for 2019 granting funding for 
future events

Pesticide Waste Disposal



A total of 531,740 lbs. of waste has been collected between the 4 events







• 331 participant trucks between the 4 events
• Average waste per truck: ~ 1,600 lbs. 





Questions?
Dale R. Scott

Administrator for Regulatory Field Operations
Dale.Scott@TexasAgriculture.gov

Office 512-936-2535
Cell 512-955-9318

mailto:Dale.Scott@TexasAgriculture.gov
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