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COMPLAINTS
§76.184.  REPORTS OF PESTICIDE ADVERSE EFFECTS.  (A)  A PERSON CLAIMING ADVERSE EFFECTS FROM AN 

APPLICATION OF A PESTICIDE MAY FILE WITH THE APPROPRIATE REGULATORY AGENCY A COMPLAINT REPORT.  THE 
COMPLAINT REPORT MUST CONTAIN THE NAME OF THE PERSON, IF KNOWN, ALLEGEDLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 

APPLICATION OF THE PESTICIDE AND THE NAME OF THE OWNER OR LESSEE OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE PESTICIDE 
WAS APPLIED.  THE REGULATORY AGENCY SHALL PREPARE A FORM PRINTED IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH TO BE 

FURNISHED TO PERSONS FOR USE IN FILING COMPLAINT REPORTS.  THE FORM MAY CONTAIN OTHER INFORMATION 
THAT IS WITHIN THE PERSON'S KNOWLEDGE AND REQUESTED BY THE HEAD OF THE REGULATORY AGENCY.

(B)  AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE AFTER RECEIVING A COMPLAINT REPORT, THE REGULATORY AGENCY SHALL NOTIFY THE 
LICENSEE, THE OWNER OR LESSEE OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE ALLEGED APPLICATION OCCURRED, AND ANY OTHER 

PERSON WHO MAY BE CHARGED WITH RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ADVERSE EFFECTS CLAIMED.  THE REGULATORY 
AGENCY SHALL FURNISH COPIES OF THE COMPLAINT TO THOSE PEOPLE ON REQUEST.

(C)  TO ASSESS ANY ADVERSE EFFECTS, THE COMPLAINING PARTY SHALL PERMIT THE REGULATORY AGENCY AND THE 
LICENSEE TO OBSERVE, WITHIN REASONABLE HOURS, THE LAND OR NONTARGET ORGANISM ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN 

ADVERSELY AFFECTED.

(D)  FAILURE TO FILE A COMPLAINT DOES NOT BAR A CIVIL OR CRIMINAL ACTION FROM BEING FILED AND MAINTAINED.

(E)  THE REGULATORY AGENCY BY RULE MAY ADOPT PROCEDURES TO BE FOLLOWED IN THE INVESTIGATION OF A 
REPORT CLAIMING ADVERSE EFFECTS FROM AN APPLICATION OF THE PESTICIDE.



COMPLAINT 
PROCESS

• COMPLAINTS ARE RECEIVED AT 
REGION OR HEADQUARTERS

• ASSIGNED TO REGION

• ASSIGNED TO INSPECTOR AND 
INVESTIGATION BEGINS

• ONCE COMPLETED, SENT TO 
HEADQUARTED FOR REVIEW

• GIVEN TO LEGAL FOR CLOSURE OR 
ENFORCEMENT ACTION



ALL AG COMPLAINTS BY YEAR
ONLY COMPLAINTS FILED WITH AGENCY AS COMPLAINT ARE REPORTED

2019 – 251 

2018 - 211  

*TDA AVERAGES ~ 220/YEAR



COMPLAINTS 
BY COUNTY -

2018



COMPLAINTS 
BY COUNTY -

2019



AUXIN TOLERANT COTTON
2019 LABEL FOR DICAMBA BECAME RESTRICTED USE PESTICIDE

HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN STATE RESTRICTED (SLU & RH*)

TDA REVISED RULE MANDATING AUXIN TRAINING PRIOR TO APPLYING
DICAMBA OR 2,4-D TO A TRANSGENIC TOLERANT CROP

RECEIVED 24(C) LABEL APPROVAL TO REMOVE TIME OF DAY RESTRICTION & 
60 DAP RESTRICTION



WEST TEXAS 
MESONET DATA
NATIONAL WIND INSTITUTE – TEXAS TECH



24(C) SPECIAL THANKS

• Dr. Nielsen-Gammon

• West Texas Mesonet

• Dr. Peter Dotray

• Dr. Scott Nolte

• Dr. Gaylon Morgan

• Plains Cotton Growers

• South Texas Cotton and Grain



AUXIN REQUIRED TRAINING

2018
• 5691 Licensed Applicators

• 1669 Unlicensed Applicators

• 7360 Total Applicators Trained

2019
• 4105 Licensed Applicators

• 708 Unlicensed Applicators

• 4813 Total Applicators Trained



AUXIN COMPLAINTS 
2018 DICAMBA – 9

2019 DICAMBA – 13

2018 2,4-D – 15

2019 2,4-D – 12

2018 TOTAL – 211

2019 TOTAL – 251



COMPARISON OF 
SURROUNDING STATES

OKLAHOMA – 60 FOR BOTH 2,4-D & DICAMBA

ARKANSAS – 198 DICAMBA 

LOUISIANA – 3 DICAMBA  



2018 DICAMBA 
COMPLAINTS 



2018
DICAMBA 

COMPLAINTS
BY COUNTY



2019 
DICAMBA 

COMPLAINTS 
BY COUNTY



2018 2,4-D 
COMPLAINTS 

BY COUNTY



2019 2,4-D 
COMPLAINTS 

BY COUNTY



LABEL MANDATED TRAINING

PARAQUAT DICHLORIDE LABELS NOW REQUIRE TRAINING

• 17 DEATHS SINCE 2000

• FEDERAL RUP

• APPLICATORS, MIXERS & LOADERS MUST BE LICENSED APPLICATOR AND COMPLETE 
TRAINING

• COMPANIES WILL CONDUCT TRAINING

• APPLICATORS WILL BE REQUIRED TO KEEP RECORDS COURSE COMPLETION

• TDA DOES NOT INTENT TO CONDUCT TRAINING OR OTHER LABEL MANDATED TRAINING



CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING REGULATIONS

• ON MARCH 4, 2018, THE EPA ADOPTED NEW CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING REGULATIONS

• CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING PLANS ARE STATE PLANS REQUIRED BY EPA AND LAY OUT HOW EACH 
STATE WILL CERTIFY AND TRAIN TO ENSURE APPLICATOR COMPETENCY.

• MOST STATES DID NOT EVEN REQUIRE WRITTEN EXAM, HAD MINIMAL CATEGORIES, AND HAD LITTLE 
ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY.

• THE RESULT OF THESE CHANGES ARE THAT ALL STATES ARE REQUIRED TO REVISED THEIR STATE 
CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING PLAN AND SUBMIT DRAFT TO THEIR EPA REGION BY MARCH 4, 2020.



CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING REGULATIONS

• STATES WILL HAVE UP TO THREE YEARS TO IMPLEMENT CHANGES TO THEIR STATE PLAN DUE TO 
LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS FOR MANY STATES

• TEXAS IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE

• UPON TDA INTERNAL APPROVAL, INITIATE CONVERSATION WITH STAKEHOLDERS

• MARCH 4, 2020 – SUBMIT PLANT TO EPA REGION 6 WITH PROPOSED RULE CHANGES

• UPON APPROVAL BY EPA, TDA WILL INITIATE THE RULE CHANGES AND PUBLISH IN TEXAS REGISTER

• RULE MAKING PROCESS TAKES 120 DAYS FROM PUBLICATION IN TEXAS REGISTER TO ADOPTION

• 1-YEAR IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE



CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING REGULATIONS

• CHANGES TO TEXAS STATE PLAN

• MINIMUM AGE REQUIREMENT FOR FEDERAL RUP’S (18 YEARS)

• NEW CATEGORIE(S) – RODENT FUMIGATION

• REQUIRED TRAINING FOR UNCERTIFIED APPLICATORS BY ONE OF FOUR METHODS:

• EPA TRAINING

• STATE APPROVED TRAINING (FOR TEXAS, PRIVATE APPLICATOR TRAINING OR SPECIFIC TRAINING APPROVED BY TDA 
(ROW, VECTOR, ETC.))

• CERTIFIED IN ANOTHER CATEGORY

• WPS HANDLER TRAINING



RECORD KEEPING

• DATE OF APPLICATION AND TIME OF DAY

• PERSON FOR WHOM THE APPLICATION WAS MADE

• LOCATION OF LAND WHERE APPLICATION WAS MADE

• SITE TREATED (NAME OF CROP, ETC)

• TOTAL ACRES OR VOLUME OF AREA TREATED

• PESTICIDE APPLIED INCLUDING: EPA REG. NO., RATE OF APPLICATION,

TOTAL VOLUME OF MATERIALS APPLIED PER UNIT, NAME OF PEST TREATED

• WIND DIRECTION AND VELOCITY AND AIR TEMPERATURE

• FAA “N” NUMBER FOR AERIAL APPLICATORS



RECORD KEEPING 

• NAME AND LICENSE NUMBER OF RESPONSIBLE LICENSED APPLICATOR AND, IF DIFFERENT, NAME OF 
PERSON MAKING THE APPLICATION

• SPRAY PERMIT NO. FOR REGULATED HERBICIDES APPLIED IN REGULATED COUNTY

• MAINTAIN RECORDS FOR 2 YEARS



RECORD KEEPING



2019 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
PESTICIDE WASTE DISPOSAL

• AS A RESULT OF A GRANT TO TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICE 

• THE PASSAGE OF HB 191 SETS ASIDE UP TO $400,000/FY FOR PESTICIDE DISPOSAL EVENTS

• FIRST EVENTS SINCE 2011 WERE HELD IN WHARTON AND GATESVILLE

• NEXT EVENT WILL BE HELD WESLACO IN NOVEMBER

• LAST PLANNED EVENT WILL BE HELD IN HIGH PLAINS (LUBBOCK)

• IF ANY FUNDS ARE REMAINING, ONE FINAL EVENT WILL BE HELD WITH GRANT FUNDS

• 2020 FUNDS WILL LIKELY NOT BE USED UNTIL FQ OF FY 2020

• RFP WILL TAKE 6 MONTHS



121,836 LBS. TOTAL

SOLID PESTICIDE/HERBICIDE 
WASTE

LIQUID PESTICIDE/HERBICIDE 
WASTE IN TOTES/DRUMS

LIQUID PESTICIDE/HERBICIDE 
WASTE IN <5 GALLON JUGS

OTHER

PESTICIDE WASTE DISPOSAL



PESTICIDE WASTE DISPOSAL
WHARTON EVENT
• 114 PARTICIPANT TRUCKS CAME THROUGH 
• AVERAGE WASTE PER TRUCK: ~ 1,069 LBS. 
• ROUGH COST OF $1,582.12 FOR DISPOSAL FOR EACH 

TRUCK



GATESVILLE EVENT
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