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Targeted Conservation 

• Target areas in row-crop fields with 
traditional low profitability

• Hot spot, flood prone areas, soil type, 
nooks of field margins

• Increase whole-field profitability

• Ecosystem services

• Increased wildlife habitat



Bridging the Gap
• Working lands programs allow 

landowners to enroll specific areas in 
fields, continue production 

• Numerous practices available
• Riparian
• Grassland
• Wetlands
• Pollinators

• Design program enrollment based 
upon objectives

• Raise overall yields and lower 
break even points



Targeted Conservation Approach
• Use precision ag technology to better 

inform Farm Bill program enrollment

• Target areas of row-crops fields where 
conservation can be linked to profit

• Visualize conservation planning scenarios 
and payments



Economic Opportunities
• “If it doesn’t make money, it doesn’t make sense”

• Identify areas where conservation is compatible with profitability

• Meet economic and environmental objectives

• Use conservation programs as economic tools



Targeted Conservation Tool
• Identify acreage eligible for Farm Bill 

conservation enrollment

• Site specific yield data analysis

• Generate profitable/targeted conservation areas

• Ensure conservation is profitable, even across 
varying commodity prices

• Illustrate the economic opportunities and 
outcomes of Farm Bill conservation programs

• Average of 24% increase in whole-farm 
profitability 



The Next Step?
• Schedule a site visit on your farm

• Its free!

• Individual licenses available soon 
through MSU

• Form your precision conservation 
plan

• Enroll
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