
Politics and Policy 
Update – 9.13.2016 
BY KODY BESSENT, PLAINS COTTON GROWERS, INC. 



POLITICAL 
UPDATE 

 

T – MINUS 55 
DAYS TILL 
ELECTION 



Big news out of the “Big First” 



 Race for the 
White House 

 Currently estimated that 
Trump must significantly 
out perform Romney 
among white working 
class voters in PA, OH, FL 
to have a chance of 
winning the electoral 
college. 



 Race for the Senate 
 36 Seats Up 

 10 Dem Held 

 26 GOP Held 

  

 6 GOP Seats in States Obama 
Won – FL, IA, NH, OH, PA, WI 



 Race for the 
House Less 
Competitive 
  



 Race for the 
House Less 
Competitive 

 Only 32 districts up 
for grabs at this 
point. GOP could 
lose all of them and 
still have a 2 seat 
majority. 

  



Status of Appropriations 
 Attempt at “regular order” in 2016 – move all 12 bills 
separately and with open amendment process 
◦Only two of twelve bills passed both chambers to date 

  



Status of Appropriations 
Bill House 

Committee 
Senate 

Committee 
House Floor Senate Floor Conference 

Report 

Agriculture Passed 4/19 Passed 5/19 

CJS Passed 5/24 Passed 4/21 

Defense Passed 5/17 Passed 5/26 Passed 6/16 Rejected MTP 
7/7 

Energy and 
Water 

Passed 4/19 Passed 4/14 Passed 5/26 Passed 5/12 

Financial 
Services 

Passed 6/9 Passed 6/16 Passed 7/7 

Homeland 
Security 

Passed 6/22 Passed 5/26 



Status of Appropriations 
Bill House 

Committee 
Senate 

Committee 
House Floor Senate Floor Conference 

Report 

Interior Passed 6/15 Passed 6/16 Passed 7/14 

Labor/HHS Passed 7/14 Passed 6/9 

Legislative 
Branch 

Passed 5/17 Passed 5/19 Passed 6/10 

MilCon/VA Passed 4/13 Passed 4/14 Passed 5/19 Passed 5/19 Senate rejected 
cloture on 6/28 
and again on 
7/14 

State/Foreign 
Ops 

Passed 7/12 Passed 6/29 

Transportation/
HUD 

Passed 5/24 Passed 4/21 



What is the latest holdup? 



Leadership’s Last Resort – CR 
  



Leadership’s next move – The MiniBus or 
OmniBus? 



What to Expect Moving Forward 
 Appropriations Activity 
◦ Expect short-term CR in Sept. (through early Dec?) 
◦Decision by Dec. on long-term CR or omnibus bill 
◦ Possibly pass several smaller, combined appropriations packages 
◦ Election outcome will influence decision  

  



TPP in Lame Duck Session?  



Calendar is Running out… 28 Working 
Days left in House, 38 in Senate. 



FARM POLICY UPDATE  
2 YEARS IN, 3 (MAYBE) TO GO 





Scene 1; Marketing Loan Score – May 2013 

  



Glimmer of 
Hope for 
Markets 

Doused by 
Brexit  

  



Scene 2; Marketing Loan Score – March 2016 

  



What happens when you don’t have a safety 
net? “Band-aids don’t fix bullet holes” 



House Ag Committee Activity 
 Chairman Conaway has led an aggressive hearing schedule 
highlighting the state of the farm economy and examining 
how programs are working. 
 Hearings held in 2015: 49 
 Hearings held to date in 2016: 31 
  
 Activity in 2017? 



What happens if Farm Bill gets 
extended? Option to switch to PLC 

How does this affect 
potential 2018 Farm 

Bill? 



Questions 
 Kody Bessent 

 Plains Cotton Growers, Inc. 

 4517 West Loop 289 

 Lubbock, Texas 79414 

 O: 806-792-4904 

 C: 806-683-8204 

 kody@plainscotton.org 

 www.plainscotton.org 

  

http://www.plainscotton.org/
http://www.plainscotton.org/
http://www.plainscotton.org/
http://www.plainscotton.org/
http://www.plainscotton.org/

	Politics and Policy Update – 9.13.2016
	Slide Number 2
	Big news out of the “Big First”
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Status of Appropriations
	Status of Appropriations
	Status of Appropriations
	What is the latest holdup?
	Leadership’s Last Resort – CR
	Leadership’s next move – The MiniBus or OmniBus?
	What to Expect Moving Forward
	TPP in Lame Duck Session? 
	Calendar is Running out… 28 Working Days left in House, 38 in Senate.
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Scene 1; Marketing Loan Score – May 2013
	Glimmer of Hope for Markets Doused by Brexit 
	Scene 2; Marketing Loan Score – March 2016
	What happens when you don’t have a safety net? “Band-aids don’t fix bullet holes”
	House Ag Committee Activity
	What happens if Farm Bill gets extended? Option to switch to PLC
	Questions

