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TDA STRUCTURE

• FREDDY VEST IS EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR FOR REGULATORY AFFAIRS

• TDA REGULATORY AFFAIRS IS SEPERATED INTO TWO PARTS:

• AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION (PHILIP WRIGHT, ADMINISTRATOR)

• REGULATORY FIELD OPERATIONS (DALE SCOTT, ADMINISTRATOR)
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TDA STRUCTURE

• AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION (PHILIP WRIGHT, ADMINISTRATOR)

• DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND BIOSECURITY PROGRAMS  - PERRY CERVANTES

• COORDINATOR FOR PESTICIDE CERTIFICATION AND COMPLIANCE (VACANT)

• COORDINATOR FOR BIOSECURITY AND AGRICULTURE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT – AWINASH BHATKAR

• DIRECTOR FOR CONSUMER SERVICE PROTECTION – MICHAEL KELLY

• COORDINATOR FOR PESTICIDE PRODUCT EVALUATION AND REGISTRATION – KEVIN HAACK

• COORDINATOR FOR STRUCTURAL PEST CONTROL SERVICES – ALLISON CUELLAR

• COORDINATOR FOR PESTICIDE LAB – PATRICK BIZZELL
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TDA STRUCTURE
• REGULATORY FIELD OPERATIONS (DALE SCOTT, ADMINISTRATOR)

• REGION 1 (LUBBOCK) DIRECTOR –MARK BILLS

• REGION 1 ASSISTANT REGIONAL DIRECTOR – DEBBIE SLOCUM

• REGION 2 (DALLAS) DIRECTOR – THOMAS NORTHCUTT

• REGION 2 ASSISTANT REGIONAL DIRECTOR – HENRY KRUSEKOPF

• REGION 3 DIRECTOR (HOUSTON) DUDLEY ALLEN

• REGION 3 ASSISTANT REGIONAL DIRECTOR – BRAD TULLIS

• REGION 4 DIRECTOR (SAN ANTONIO) KEN WEIDENFELLER

• REGION 4 ASSISTANT REGIONAL DIRECTOR – VICK ALEXANDER

• REGION 5 DIRECTOR (SAN JUAN) – MICHAEL EULER

• REGION 5 ASSISTANT REGIONAL DIRECTOR – VACANT
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DICAMBA

• ON JUNE 3, 2020, 9TH CIRCUIT COURT ISSUED A RULING THAT IMMEDIATELY CANCELLED THE 
REGISTRATION OF XTENDIMAX, FEXAPAN AND ENGENIA.  

• ON JUNE 8, EPA ISSUED A KEY ORDER PROVIDING FARMERS WITH EXISTING STOCKS PROVISION THAT 
ALLOWED USE UNTIL JULY 31, AS LONG AS DICAMBA WAS IN POSSESSION AT THE TIME OF THE JUNE 3, 
COURT ORDER.

• THIS COURT DECISION ALSO REVOKED THE 24(C) REGISTRATION FOR TEXAS.
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AUXIN COMPLAINTS 
2018 DICAMBA – 9

2019 DICAMBA – 13

2020 DICAMBA - 9

2018 2,4-D – 15

2019 2,4-D – 12

2020 2,4-D - 8

2018 TOTAL – 211

2019 TOTAL – 251

2020 TOTAL - 201
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2018
DICAMBA 

COMPLAINTS
BY COUNTY

9
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2019 DICAMBA 
COMPLAINTS BY 

COUNTY
13
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2020 DICAMBA COMPLAINTS BY COUNTY - 9
LUBBOCK (2)

CROSBY

LYNN (2)

BRAZOS

HOCKLEY

JONES

DAWSON
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DICAMBA

• SO WHAT’S NEXT?
• CURRENTLY COMPANIES AND EPA ARE WORKING ON RE-REGISTRATION TO MEET THE 9TH CIRCUIT COURT’S 

REQUIREMENTS

• ADDITIONAL TESTING MAY BE REQUIRED

• IS A SECTION 18 (EMERGENCY EXEMPTION) POSSIBLE FOR THE 21’ GROWING SEASON?

• IF ALLOWED TO SUBMIT A SECTION 18, TEXAS WILL BE WORKING WITH MULTIPLE COTTON STATES TO ACHIEVE 
THE SECTION 18 REGISTRATION.
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COMPLAINTS
§76.184.  REPORTS OF PESTICIDE ADVERSE EFFECTS.  (A)  A PERSON CLAIMING 
ADVERSE EFFECTS FROM AN APPLICATION OF A PESTICIDE MAY FILE WITH THE 
APPROPRIATE REGULATORY AGENCY A COMPLAINT REPORT.  THE COMPLAINT

REPORT MUST CONTAIN THE NAME OF THE PERSON, IF KNOWN, ALLEGEDLY 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE APPLICATION OF THE PESTICIDE AND THE NAME OF THE 
OWNER OR LESSEE OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE PESTICIDE WAS APPLIED. THE 

REGULATORY AGENCY SHALL PREPARE A FORM PRINTED IN ENGLISH AND 
SPANISH TO BE FURNISHED TO PERSONS FOR USE IN FILING COMPLAINT 

REPORTS.  THE FORM MAY CONTAIN OTHER INFORMATION THAT IS WITHIN 
THE PERSON'S KNOWLEDGE AND REQUESTED BY THE HEAD OF THE 

REGULATORY AGENCY.
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COMPLAINTS

• (B) AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE AFTER RECEIVING A COMPLAINT REPORT, 
THE REGULATORY AGENCY SHALL NOTIFY THE LICENSEE, THE OWNER 
OR LESSEE OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE ALLEGED APPLICATION 
OCCURRED, AND ANY OTHER PERSON WHO MAY BE CHARGED WITH 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ADVERSE EFFECTS CLAIMED.  THE 
REGULATORY AGENCY SHALL FURNISH COPIES OF THE COMPLAINT TO 
THOSE PEOPLE ON REQUEST.

• COMPLAINANT WILL BE INSPECTED AS WELL
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COMPLAINTS

• C)  TO ASSESS ANY ADVERSE EFFECTS, THE COMPLAINING PARTY 
SHALL PERMIT THE REGULATORY AGENCY AND THE LICENSEE TO 
OBSERVE, WITHIN REASONABLE HOURS, THE LAND OR 
NONTARGET ORGANISM ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN ADVERSELY 
AFFECTED.
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COMPLAINTS

• (D)  FAILURE TO FILE A COMPLAINT DOES NOT BAR A CIVIL 
OR CRIMINAL ACTION FROM BEING FILED AND 
MAINTAINED.
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COMPLAINTS

• (E)  THE REGULATORY AGENCY BY RULE MAY ADOPT 
PROCEDURES TO BE FOLLOWED IN THE INVESTIGATION OF 
A REPORT CLAIMING ADVERSE EFFECTS FROM AN 
APPLICATION OF THE PESTICIDE.
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COMPLAINT 
PROCESS

• COMPLAINTS ARE RECEIVED AT 
REGION OR HEADQUARTERS

• TRIAGED IN PROGRAM

• ASSIGNED TO REGION

• ASSIGNED TO INSPECTOR AND 
INVESTIGATION BEGINS

• ONCE COMPLETED, SENT TO 
HEADQUARTERS FOR REVIEW

• GIVEN TO LEGAL FOR CLOSURE OR 
ENFORCEMENT ACTION

Cell (512) 955-9318



ALL AG COMPLAINTS BY 
YEAR

ONLY COMPLAINTS FILED WITH AGENCY AS COMPLAINT ARE REPORTED

2020 - 201

2019 – 251 

2018 - 211  

*TDA AVERAGES ~ 220/YEAR

Cell (512) 955-9318



COMPLAINTS 
BY COUNTY -

2018
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COMPLAINTS 
BY COUNTY -

2019
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CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING REGULATIONS

• ON MARCH 4, 2018, THE EPA ADOPTED NEW CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING
REGULATIONS

• CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING PLANS ARE STATE PLANS REQUIRED BY EPA
AND LAY OUT HOW EACH STATE WILL CERTIFY AND TRAIN TO ENSURE 
APPLICATOR COMPETENCY.

• MOST STATES DID NOT EVEN REQUIRE WRITTEN EXAM, HAD MINIMAL 
CATEGORIES, AND HAD LITTLE ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY.

• THE RESULT OF THESE CHANGES ARE THAT ALL STATES ARE REQUIRED TO 
REVISED THEIR STATE CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING PLAN AND SUBMIT 
DRAFT TO THEIR EPA REGION BY MARCH 4, 2020.
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CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING REGULATIONS

• STATES WILL HAVE UP TO THREE YEARS TO IMPLEMENT CHANGES TO THEIR STATE PLAN DUE TO LEGISLATIVE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR MANY STATES

• TEXAS IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE
• UPON TDA INTERNAL APPROVAL, INITIATE CONVERSATION WITH STAKEHOLDERS

• MARCH 4, 2020 – SUBMIT PLANT TO EPA REGION 6 WITH PROPOSED RULE CHANGES
• TDA SUBMITTED PLAN TO EPA IN FEBRUARY OF 2020

• PLAN IS CURRENTLY UNDERGOING REVIEW AT EPA HEADQUARTERS

• UPON APPROVAL BY EPA, TDA WILL INITIATE THE RULE CHANGES AND PUBLISH IN TEXAS REGISTER

• RULE MAKING PROCESS TAKES 120 DAYS FROM PUBLICATION IN TEXAS REGISTER TO ADOPTION

• 1-YEAR IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE

• TDA PLANS TO HOLD STAKEHOLDER MEETING ON C&T CHANGES
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CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING REGULATIONS

• CHANGES TO TEXAS STATE PLAN

• MINIMUM AGE REQUIREMENT FOR FEDERAL RUP’S (18 YEARS)

• REQUIRED TRAINING FOR UNCERTIFIED APPLICATORS BY ONE OF FOUR METHODS:

• EPA TRAINING

• STATE APPROVED TRAINING (FOR TEXAS, PRIVATE APPLICATOR TRAINING OR SPECIFIC TRAINING APPROVED BY TDA 
(ROW, VECTOR, ETC.))

• CERTIFIED IN ANOTHER CATEGORY

• WPS HANDLER TRAINING

• NO MORE DIRECT SUPERVISION AFFIDAFIT
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RECORD KEEPING

• DATE OF APPLICATION AND TIME OF DAY

• PERSON FOR WHOM THE APPLICATION WAS MADE

• LOCATION OF LAND WHERE APPLICATION WAS MADE

• SITE TREATED (NAME OF CROP, ETC)

• TOTAL ACRES OR VOLUME OF AREA TREATED

• PESTICIDE APPLIED INCLUDING: EPA REG. NO., RATE OF APPLICATION,

TOTAL VOLUME OF MATERIALS APPLIED PER UNIT, NAME OF PEST TREATED

• WIND DIRECTION AND VELOCITY AND AIR TEMPERATURE

• FAA “N” NUMBER FOR AERIAL APPLICATORS
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RECORD KEEPING 

• NAME AND LICENSE NUMBER OF RESPONSIBLE LICENSED APPLICATOR AND, IF DIFFERENT, NAME OF 
PERSON MAKING THE APPLICATION

• SPRAY PERMIT NO. FOR REGULATED HERBICIDES APPLIED IN REGULATED COUNTY

• MAINTAIN RECORDS FOR 2 YEARS
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RECORD KEEPING
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2019 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
PESTICIDE WASTE DISPOSAL

• AS A RESULT OF A GRANT TO TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICE 

• THE PASSAGE OF HB 191 SETS ASIDE UP TO $400,000/FY FOR PESTICIDE DISPOSAL EVENTS

• FIRST EVENTS SINCE 2011 WERE HELD IN WHARTON, GATESVILLE AND WESLACO

• LAST PLANNED EVENT WILL BE HELD IN HIGH PLAINS (LUBBOCK)

• IF ANY FUNDS ARE REMAINING, ONE FINAL EVENT WILL BE HELD WITH GRANT FUNDS

• 2020 FUNDS WILL LIKELY NOT BE USED UNTIL  FY 2021

• RFP IS CURRENTLY OUT FOR RESPONSE
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PESTICIDE WASTE DISPOSAL
A TOTAL OF 257,219 LBS. OF WASTE HAS BEEN COLLECTED BETWEEN THE 3 EVENTS
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PESTICIDE WASTE DISPOSAL

• 63,513 LBS. OF SOLID PESTICIDE 
WASTE

• 187,882 LBS. OF LIQUID PESTICIDE 
WASTE 

• 5,824 LBS. OTHER INCLUDING METAL 
DRUMS AND EMPTY TOTES

THIS BREAKS DOWN TO THE FOLLOWING:
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PESTICIDE WASTE DISPOSAL
WHARTON EVENT
• 114 PARTICIPANT TRUCKS CAME THROUGH 
• AVERAGE WASTE PER TRUCK: ~ 1,069 LBS. 
• ROUGH COST OF $1,582.12 FOR DISPOSAL FOR EACH 

TRUCK
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GATESVILLE EVENT
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WESLACO EVENT
74,800 LBS DISPOSED
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PESTICIDE WASTE DISPOSAL
LUBBOCK EVENT
• OCTOBER 21 – 8:00 AM – 2:00 PM
• SOUTH PLAINS FAIRGROUNDS 
• 105 E BROADWAY
• CONTACT MYSELF (512) 955-9318
OR OUR TDA LUBBOCK REGIONAL
OFFICE (806) 799-8555
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PESTICIDE WASTE DISPOSAL
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SUNSET 2020

• SUNSET REVIEW PROCESS EVALUATES WHETHER OR NOT A STATE 
AGENCY SHOULD BE ABOLISHED

• IDEA IS TO CUT EXCESS GOVERNMENT SPENDING BY HOLDING 
STATE ACCOUNTABLE

• TDA IS TO GO THROUGH SUNSET EVERY 12 YEARS

• LAST WENT THROUGH SUNSET IN 2007 WHICH BROUGHT OVER 
THE STRUCTURAL PEST CONTROL BOARD INTO TDA

• PESTICIDE LAWS WERE REVIEWED WITHOUT ANY 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE SUNSET COMMITTEE
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SUNSET 2020

• ONLY RECOMMENDATION THAT WOULD LIKELY HAVE ANY 
IMPACT ON PESTICIDE PROGRAMS WOULD BE THE NEED TO 
ESTABLISH A MORE RISKED BASED APPROACH TO INSPECTIONS.

• DIRECT TDA TO COLLECT AND ANALYZE DATA FROM ITS 
REGULATORY PROGRAMS TO INCREASE  THEIR EFFECTIVENESS

• FULL REPORT CAN BE FOUND AT SUNSET.TEXAS.GOV
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